DE   LEGIBUS.
BOOK III.
HEADS OF THE THIRD DIALOGUE.
P. 676. The immense antiquity of the earth, and the innumerable changes it has undergone in the course of ages. Mankind are generally believed to have been often destroyed (a very small remnant excepted) by inundation and by pestilence.
The supposition of a handful of men, probably shepherds, who were feeding their cattle on the mountains, and were there preserved with" their families from
NOTES ON THE CREEK TEXT.
P. 677. '0, ri fjitv yap /uiptct/as.] Perhaps we should road OVTL fjLev yap. I imagine he means to say, as follows ; " For (taking the great antiquity of the earth for granted) without supposing some such destruction as this, how can we account for all tlie useful arts among mankind, invented as it were but yesterday, or at farthest, not above two thousand years old ? It is impossible that men in those times should have been utterly ignorant of all which had passed so many thousand ages, unless all records, and monuments, and remains of their improvements and discoveries, had perished."
1' Quo tot facta viriim totics cccidere ? nee usquam JEternis lamae monumcntis insita florent?"
Lucret. L. 5. v. 329.